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Attorney-General in 1766, and retained the office till his de- 
parture for England in August, 1775. When hostilities became 
apparent, he considered it inconsistent with his oath of office to 
assist a rebellion. He died in England January 31, 1784, but his 
body was brought to Virginia, and interred in the chapel of 
William and Mary College, where were buried also his father, 
Sir John Eandolph,* and brother, Peyton Eandolph, first Presi- 
dent of the Continental Congress. He was the last of the Colo- 
nial Attorney-Generals. His son, Edmund Eandolph, was first 
Attorney- General of the new Commonwealth of Virginia. John 
Eandolph was educated at William and Mary College, and 
studied law, it is believed, in England. 



A CHAPTEE FEOM A PUEITAN WEITEE. 

The following is an extract from a book entitled The Wonder "Work- 
ing Providence of Sion's Savior, a History of "New England from the 
English Planting in the Yeare 1028 until the Yeare 1652, by Edward 
Johnson. It is interesting because of its account of things in Virginia 
during a period within which our own records are defective. The un- 
lovable character of Puritanism, which gloried in its own righteousness, 
and gloated in the misfortunes of "the ungodly," is strongly manifested 
in this work. The massacre, with all its revolting cruelties, was an 
event in whieh the pious Mr. Johnson rejoiced. He condemned perse- 
cution in Virginia because it was a persecution of "the godly," but per- 
secution by Puritans of the other sects in New England met with no 
rebuke. By the side of this vindictive and soul-killing Puritan philos- 
ophy, even the gross human faults of the Cavaliers seemed pardonable. 

CHAPTEE XL 

Of the gratious goodness of the Lord Christ, in planting 
his Gospel in the purity of it, in VIBGINIA : and of the 
first Church gathered there according to the rule of 
the Gospel. 

About the yeer (1642) the Lord was pleafed to put it into the 
heart of fome godly people in Virginia, to fend to New England 
for fome of the Minifters of Chrift, to be helpfull unto them in 
inftructing them in the truth, as it is in Jefus. The Godly Mr. 

* It is often stated that Sir John Randolph (father of Peyton and 
John) acted as Attorney-General at one time, but I have found no 
authority for the statement. 
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Philip Bennet coming hither, made our reverend Elders ac- 
quainted with their defires, who were very ftudious to take all 
opportunities for enlarging the kingdome of Chrif t : and upon 
ferious confideration, the reverend Mr. Knowls of Watertowne, 
and Mr. Thompfon of Braintree were ferit; unto them, who arriv- 
ing there in fafety, preached openly unto the people for fome 
good fpace of time, and alfo from houfe to Eoufe exhorted the 
people daily, that with full purpofe of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord; the harveft they had was plentifull for the little 
fpace of time they were there, till being oppofed by the Governour 
and fome other malignant fpirits, they were forced to return to 
K". E. again. It were much to be defired, that all people would 
take notice of the hand of God againft this people, after the re- 
jection of thefe Minifters of Chrif t: and indeed it was none 
other but the thrufting Chrif t from them; and now attend to 
the following ftory, all you Cavaliers and malignant party the 
world throughout, take notice of the wonder-working providence 
of Chrift toward his Churches, and punifhing hand of his toward 
the contemners of his Gofpel. Behold ye defpifers, and wonder. 
Oh poor Virginia, doft thou fend away the Minifters of Chrift 
with threatning fpeeches ? No fooner is this done, but the bar- 
harous, inhumane, infolent, and bloody Indians are let loofe 
upon them, who contrive the cutting them off by whole Families, 
clofely carrying their wicked councills till they had effected their 
defires, their bloody defigne taking place for the fpace of 200 
miles up the Biver : the manner of the Englif h Plantations there 
being very fcattering, quite contrary to 1ST. E. people, who for the 
moft part defire fociety. The manner of the Indians' proceeding 
was thus, they divided themfelves into feverall companies, and 
befet the Englifh houfes a little before break of day, waiting for 
the firft perfon that fhould open the doore and come forth, whom 
they cruelly murdered, beating out their brains, and then forth- 
with entered the houfe and flew all they found within, fometimes 
firing the houfes, and leaving the living children miferably to be 
confumed with their dead parents in the fearful flames; fome 
people fleeing from this barbarous maffacre, as they paffed by a 
fired houfe, heared a pitifull outcry of a poor Child, crying, I 
burn, I burn: although they could willingly have made hafte 
away, yet the miferable outcry of this poor babe, caufed them 
to haft to the houfe, and refcue it forth the flames, that was even 
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almof t ready to f eorch it : this cruel and bloody work of theirs 
put period to the lives of five or six hundred of thefe people, who 
had not long before a plentifull proffer of the mercies of Chrift 
in the glad tidings of peace publifhed by tKe mouth of his Min- 
if ters, who came unto them for that end : but chof ing ralher the 
fellowfhip of their drunken companions, and a Prieft of their 
own profeffion, who could hardly continue fo long fober as till 
he could read them the reliques of mans invention in a common 
prayer book; but affuredly had not the Lord pittied the little 
number of his people among this crooked generation, they had 
been confumed at once, for this is further remarkable in this 
maf facre, when it came toward the place where Chrift had placed 
his little flock, it was difcovered and prevented from further 
proceeding, and the Lord by this means did fo allay their fpirits 
of malignaty toward his people, they gathered in a church in the 
prefence of the very Governour himfelf , and called to office one 
Mr. Harrif on, who could not long continue among them by reason 
of their frefh renewed malignity, who had formally an evill eye 
toward them, and could no better ref raine from oppref fing them 
then Pharaoh after he had reft from the plagues under which he 
was. After the departure of Mr. Harriffon, one Mr. Duren be- 
came an help unto them ; but he and his people also were forced 
to remove many hundred miles up into the country, where they 
now remain; but affuredly the Lord hath many feourges in 
ftore, for fuch as force the people to f uch fufferings ; and there- 
fore let this Church of Chrift continue in the way of his truth 
according to the rules of his Gofpel, and without doubt the Lord 
will preferve and continue them, let the adverfaries of his Truth 
be never fo potent. As alfo about this time, the Lord was pleafed 
to gather together a people in the Ifle of Bermoodas, whofe 
hearts being guided by the rule of the word, they gathered into a 
Church of Chrift according to the rules of the Gofpel, being pro- 
vided with able perfons, indued with gifts from the Lord to ad- 
minifter unto them the holy things of God ; and after they began 
to be oppofed, their reverend elder Mr. Goulding came into thefe 
parts, and from hence he went to England: but this little flock 
of Chrift not long after being banifhed from thence, went to one 
of the Southern Iflands, where they endured much hardfhip ; and 
which the Churches of Chrift in thefe parts underftanding, 
about fix or eight of them contributing toward their want, gath- 
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ered about 800£ to f upply their neeef fity : the which they fhipped 
in a fmall veffal hired for that end, and fent by the hand of two 
brethren both come and other neeef faries; they arriving in 
fafety by the bleffing of God upon their labours, were well wel- 
comed by their brethren, who abundantly bleffed the Lord for 
them, and with Godly and gratious expreffion returned a thank- 
full acknowledgement of the prefent good hand of the Lord 
Chrift, in providing for them : f o that as this book began with 
the wonder working providence of Sions Saviour, in providing fo 
wonderf ull gratiously for his Churches the World throughout ; f o 
it here ended with the fame ; and it were to be def ired, that the 
Churches of Chrift in Europe would gather up the wonderfull 
providences of the Lord toward them alfo, and more especially 
thofe in our native Country : for af furedly it would make much 
for the magnifying of his glorious works in this day of his power : 
and although the malignant and antichriftian party may fay 
they can fhew the like wonders (as Jannes and Jambres that 
withftood Mofes), yet were the worke of Chrift for his poor 
churches, within thefe few yeers, gathered together by fome able 
inftrument whom the Lord might be pleased to ftir up for that 
end, and laid open the view of all, they would be forced to con- 
fef s, this is the very finger of God, and no doubt but they would 
be a great ftrengthening to the faith of those, who are appointed 
of the Lord for the overthrow of Antichrift (the Lord Helping) 
for aff uredly the time of his having mercy upon Sion is come. 



JAMESTOWN ISLAND IN 1861. 

The following letter from Col. E. T. D. Myers, President of 
the Bichmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railway Company, 
who, in 1861, was the military engineer at work at Jamestown 
Island, affords some valuable information as to the Island at 
that time: 

Richmond, Va., December 28, 1900. 
Lyon G. Tyler, Esq., Williamsburg, Va.: 

My Dear Sir: It gives me pleasure to answer your letter of inquiry 
of the 24th instant, according to the best of my recollection. 

There was no bridge across the creek in 1861, nor any causeway 
across the marsh on the north side of the creek, nor do I recall any 
evidence of the former existence of either. I built the bridge and cause- 
way for military purposes soon after I went there. 



